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The thematic categorization of Persian poetry and the examination of the
frequency of topics used by each poet not only aid in understanding the
worldviews of the poets but also contribute to the correction and appreciation
of the linguistic nuances of Persian poetry. One of the significant and ancient
themes In Persian poetry is “"pain of awareness” which is prominently
reflected in the poetry of the early poets and in the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi.
Awareness has long been regarded as a source of suffering, and this theme
and its branches have important representatives in the history of Persian
poetry after Ferdowsi, such as Khayyam and Hafez. Thus, these two poets can
be considered heirs to Ferdowsi's thought, sharing similar worldviews. In
contrast to these three, Saadi is a poet whose works are devoid of this theme,
yet he is not unaware of it. He presents this theme in his worldview and
perspective in a novel manner. Neglecting this issue has resulted in a line from
Saadi's ghazals being misprinted in major editions of his work. This article
aims to first discuss the pain of awareness and its reflection in the Shahnameh.
Then, it traces the varieties and continuation of this theme in the history of
Persian literature as represented by Khayyam and Hafez. Finally, after
discussing the differences between Saadi's worldview and those of the three
preceding poets, it addresses the correct form and meaning of a line from the
book Badaye' that reflects the theme in the phrase " sl csl™ within a

romantic context.

1. Introduction

two poets can be regarded as heirs to Ferdowsi's

Categorizing the themes of Persian poetry and
analyzing the frequency of topics used by each poet
not only aids in understanding the worldview of
poets but also helps in correcting and recognizing
the nuances of the Persian language in poetry. One
of the significant and ancient themes In Persian
poetry is "the anguish of awareness,” which
prominently appears in the poetry of early poets
and in Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. Awareness has long
been considered a source of suffering, and this
theme, along with its branches, has notable
representatives in the history of Persian poetry after
Ferdowsi, such as Khayyam and Hafez. Thus, these

thought, sharing similar worldviews. In contrast,
Saadi is a poet whose works lack this theme,
although he is not oblivious to it. He presents this
theme within his worldview and interpretation in a
novel manner. Neglecting this issue has led to the
misrepresentation of a couplet from Saadi's ghazals
in important editions of his work. This article aims
first to discuss the sorrow of awareness and its
reflection in the Shahnameh, followed by an
examination of its forms and continuation in the
works of Khayyam and Hafez. Finally, after
discussing the differences between Saadi's
worldview and those of the three preceding poets,
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the correct form and meaning of a couplet from his
work "Bada'ei" is addressed, reflecting the subject
matter in the phrase "afat-e be$naxtan" within a
romantic context.

2. Research Methodology

Textual scholarship is a crucial branch of literary
research that leads to text correction on one side
and analysis and interpretation on the other. As
long as a refined and reliable text is not available,
it is impossible to derive an accurate analysis from
that text; hence, the foundation of a correct and
acceptable analysis is always a corrected and
refined text. This point can somewhat be reversed;
in other words, sometimes information from
analysis can aid in correcting a text because
historical information about a poet's life and
worldview can lead to selecting the correct
writings. Our method in this article follows this
approach. Initially, we introduce an ancient poetic
theme rooted in an old worldview. Then we discuss
its role in the poetry of several poets. Following
that, based on Saadi's distinct worldview and his
unique interpretation of this theme, we correct a
couplet from his ghazals.

3. Discussion

A particular kind of awareness inherent in humans
is one of the most significant differences between
them and other living beings. Human historical
consciousness of oneself and the entirety of human
life makes them aware of death and the decay of
humanity. Alongside this general awareness that
every human possesses, the quest for the mysteries
of creation and the effort to uncover the secrets of
existence further enhances this awareness,
inevitably distancing humans and their lives from
nature and subjecting them to endless suffering.

If one day a thematic culture of Persian poetry were
to be written, undoubtedly one of the ancient
themes that has neither been forgotten nor worn out
over centuries would be this anguish of awareness.
In the earliest examples of Persian poetry, this
theme can be considered alongside praise and
description of wine, nature, and romantic themes as
one of the relatively recurring topics, with
significant evidence found in the poetry of Shahid
and Rudaki. Based on what remains from early
poetry, it may be possible to regard Shahid Balkhi
as the first representative of this theme In Persian
poetry.

Among the sorrowful aware figures in Iranian
history, a considerable share must also be
attributed to Ferdowsi, and this share should not be
diminished by his sources; because even in sections
where the poet interjects into the narrative and

speaks about himself, the anguish of awareness is
a recurring theme in the Shahnameh. It seems that
Ferdowsi's awareness and suffering stem more
from witnessing the life and death of heroes. The
legacy of Ferdowsi's awareness and sorrow
subsequently passed on to two great poets In
Persian literary history, namely Khayyam and later
Hafez. The significance of this theme in
Khayyam's worldview is such that it has been
termed "Khayyami perspective." Hafez also shares
this awareness within his suffering.

Poets like Ferdowsi can be regarded as thinkers
who, even if their words contain references to a
struggle with philosophy, have been philosophical
in nature or at least possessed a philosophical and
nuanced perspective on the world, which they
sometimes overlooked with the aid of theological
beliefs. Among these poets, those who discuss
humanity and the end of life, and who are less
influenced by ancient Iranian ontology, have found
themselves less ensnared by the sorrow that we
observe in Khayyam, Hafez, and Ferdowsi. Saadi
is an example of such a poet who perceives the
world through the lens of his unwavering beliefs as
one filled with joy. He is aware of the sorrow that
Ferdowsi and similar poets experience, but he
attributes this sorrow not to an awareness of the
complexities of the world, but rather, in one of his
ghazals, to an awareness of the beauty of the
beloved. This article is an attempt to discuss the
anguish of awareness in Ferdowsi's work and its
influence on Khayyam and Hafez, as well as
Saadi's unique interpretation of it.

4. Conclusion

If we categorize the subjects and themes of Persian
poetry, examining them can help us gauge both the
proximity and distance between the worlds of two
or more poets, as well as their creativity in
constructing or renewing themes. In this article, we
pursued an important and multifaceted theme
centered around awareness and its associated
anguish in Ferdowsi's work, while also discussing
it in the poetry of Khayyam and Hafez. This theme
is so well-known and recognized in Khayyam's
work that it fundamentally constitutes the central
worldview of his poetry and thought. Similarly, in
Hafez's poetry, this subject is one of the important
themes that captures the poet's attention. In other
words, based on this exploration, the worldviews
of Ferdowsi, Khayyam, and Hafez are closely
related, and their perspectives on the entirety of
existence can be placed under a unified framework.
They view awareness and consequently life as
burdensome; for with awareness, one cannot arrive
at answers to fundamental existential questions;



3 Modern Research in Iranian Studies/ Vol. 1/ No. 2/ Autumn and Winter 2026

instead, this awareness reveals only decay and an
uncertain end. Those who hold this viewpoint can
be considered thinkers who, even in their enmity
with philosophy, possess a philosophical and
nuanced perspective on the world.

In this regard, Saadi represents a different kind
of poet. Unlike the three great poets mentioned
earlier, he is not one to dwell in nuances and doubts
and accepts definitive theological answers in all
areas. Essentially, Saadi does not engage in
contemplation in realms where thought has no
access. Therefore, signs of the anguish of
awareness or what is termed Khayyami worldview
cannot be found in Saadi's works. Nevertheless, he
is not oblivious to this anguish; he understands that
in the views and judgments of some, awareness is
painful and detrimental; however, he considers this
awareness not as knowledge of the complexities of
the world but rather as an awareness of the beauty
of the beloved, which leads to madness. In other
words, if in the worlds of Ferdowsi, Khayyam, and
Hafez awareness of the complexities of existence
is a blight that brings suffering, in Saadi's world,

awareness of the beauty of the beloved is a blight
that will lead to the anguish of madness. Neglecting
this issue has caused a misrepresentation of a
couplet from Saadi's ghazals in Badaye editions by
Yaghmaei and Yousofi, where the incorrect term
" =les” has been inserted into the text. Based on

the discussion presented in this article, the correct
form of Saadi's entire line is as it appears in
Foroughi's edition: " -pslicy cél canSlps coge'.
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