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Fahandej Castle is one of the historical structures of the city of Shiraz,
located adjacent to the Allah-Akbar Gorge and atop the mountain overlooking
it, and is today known among local people as Bandar Castle (Gale Bandar).
The aim of this research is to examine Fahandej Castle based on geographical
texts and archaeological findings, and the following questions are raised: (1)
Based on the available evidence, in which period or periods was Fahandej
Castle constructed? (2) What was or were the function(s) of the castle? The
approach of the present study is descriptive—historical-analytical and has
been conducted through fieldwork and documentary methods. In the
analytical section, an attempt has been made to date the construction of the
structure by means of a comparative analysis of some of its architectural
features with similar examples. The results of the present study indicate that,
based on the existing ceramic evidence, the construction technique using
rubble stones, and the excavation of wells with rectangular mouths, the
Sasanian period can be considered as the time of construction of the structure.
It appears that the purpose of building the castle was to protect the entrance
to the city of Shiraz, as the continuation of this route ended at Barm-e Delak.
According to historical texts, the structure had functions such as a place for
storing royal treasuries and serving as a refuge. Moreover, due to the presence
of a fire temple, which is mentioned in some sources, a religious function can
also be attributed to it; however, no archaeological evidence of the existence
of a fire temple has yet been obtained. During the Qajar period, the wells of
the castle were used for the execution of some convicts.

1. Introduction

Province.

Shiraz is a city that has attracted the attention of
travelers and foreign tourists since the past, and this
has resulted in many individuals visiting the city
over different centuries. There were various routes
for entering the city of Shiraz, among the most
important of which is the Sa‘di Gorge. This route
continues to the road leading to Qasr-e Abunasr
and Barm-e Delak, which have long been
considered among the important locations of Fars

Along this route and at a short distance from it,
there is another gorge known as Allah-Akbar,
which today constitutes the main entrance route to
the city of Shiraz. Until 1988, this route was a
narrow and limited road that required passing
beneath the Qur’an Gate (Vakilzadeh, 2007: 71).
Due to the importance of this gorge, Azod al-
Dowleh Deylami constructed a gate at the entrance
of the city of Shiraz (Mohammadi, 2005: 92),
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which has been known as the Qur’an Gate since the
Zand period (Nasr, 2008: 71). It is also possible to
point to the existence of several Qajar-period rock
reliefs at this location (Dieulafoy, 1992: 439).

Above the Sa‘di Gorge and overlooking the
entrance route to the city of Shiraz, the remains of
a structure can be observed which, unfortunately,
due to the passage of time, has largely been
destroyed, and only a few towers and well shafts
have remained. This structure, which is known in
popular usage as Bandar Castle, has also been
mentioned in historical texts. Despite the
importance of the aforementioned structure, no
systematic research has so far been conducted on
it; therefore, the present study seeks to introduce
this structure and to identify its function or
functions. The approach of this research is
gualitative. For data collection, two methods—
fieldwork and documentary research—have been
employed, and for data analysis, a descriptive—
historical-analytical method has been used. In the
fieldwork  section, the  collection and
documentation of the aforementioned structure
were carried out, while in the documentary section,
various documents and sources were examined. In
the analytical section, descriptions of the structure
were extracted from historical texts and compared
with the present-day remains in order to determine
the probable function or functions of the structure.
In addition, a comparative analysis of certain
features of Fahandej Castle with similar examples
in Fars Province and other regions has been
conducted, so that a more precise dating of the
castle may be proposed. Accordingly, the
following questions are raised: 1) Based on the
available evidence, in which period or periods was
Fahandej Castle constructed? 2)What was or were
the function(s) of the castle?

2. Discussion

Bandar Castle is situated on a mountain known as
Fahandej, overlooking the city of Shiraz. To the
east and west of the castle, two towers with circular
plans remain, large parts of both of which have
been destroyed. The towers have mud-brick cores,
and for greater protection and structural stability, a
stone facing has been applied around the mud-brick
core. Surrounding the aforementioned towers are
walls constructed of similar materials.

One of the most important features of Fahandej
Castle is the presence of three wells, which in
popular tradition are known as Bandar, Pirzan (Old
Woman), and Dokhtar (Girl). These wells have
stone beds; the Bandar and Pirzan wells have
rectangular mouths, while the Dokhtar well has a
circular mouth. Al-Mugaddasi (1982, vol. 2: 665)

notes that ‘Azod al-Dowleh Deylami ordered the
excavation of a deep well at this location that
extended to the base of the mountain, which was
likely the Dokhtar well.

Zarkub Shirazi (1971: 40) attributes the
construction of the castle to Fahandar, the brother
of Shapur Dhu al-Aktaf. The history of this castle
after the advent of Islam is accompanied by reports
indicating that the early Arab forces, in order to
conquer the city of Estakhr, were compelled to pass
through the Sa‘di Gorge, where resistance was
mounted by forces stationed in Fahandej Castle
(Ibn Balkhi, 2006: 115).

Estakhri (1961: 104), in his discussion of
Shiraz, refers to the existence of a kuhandiz along
with a rabad. Ibn Hawaqal (1966: 41), when
mentioning the fortresses of Fars, also refers to
Shiraz and the aforementioned structure. The
difference between the statements of Istakhri and
Ibn Hawaqal lies in the fact that Istakhri merely
refers to the presence of a kuhandiz and a rabad,
whereas Ibn Hawaqal, when referring to the
kuhandiz in Shiraz, treats it as a proper name,
raising the possibility that he was referring to the
present-day Fahandej Castle. Barthold (1929: 210)
also considers it to date to the pre-Islamic period.
Fahandej Castle continued to retain its importance
during the Buyid period and witnessed conflicts
and battles between the rulers of this dynasty and
the forces of Tughril. During the time of Atabeg
Abu Bakr ibn Sa‘d ibn Zangi, the structure was
inhabited, and the water of the Sa‘di qanat passed
at the foot of this castle (Afsar, 1974: 85).

The first foreign traveler to visit Fahandej
Castle was the French merchant Jean-Baptiste
Tavernier (Tavernier, 1957: 664). Based on
Tavernier’s descriptions, it is evident that during
the Safavid period the wells were dry (ibid.: 664).
In this period, Imam Qoli Khan organized the route
of the Allah-Akbar Gorge, which resulted in the
main entrance route to the city of Shiraz being
transferred from the Sa‘di Gorge to this gorge.
Consequently, Fahandej Castle became abandoned
and uninhabited.

3. Conclusion
Fahandej Castle is one of the significant historical
monuments of the city of Shiraz, of which only two
towers, three wells, and parts of its walls remain.
Some historical texts attribute its construction to
the Sasanian period, with alterations and
interventions occurring in later periods. Moreover,
based on historical texts and references to the
presence of a fire temple, it is likely that a religious
function can also be considered for the castle.
Based on archaeological evidence, it can be
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stated that digging wells in a quadrilateral shape
was common at least from the Achaemenid period,
examples of which can be observed in Persepolis.
This practice continued into the Sasanian period,
indicating the continuity of this tradition from the
Achaemenid to the Sasanian era. The fortress
structures were also constructed using rubble
stones, which was a common construction method
during the Sasanian period. Although the ceramic
evidence present at the site is very limited, a
portion of it can be dated to the Sasanian period.
Furthermore, considering the existing wells and
their shapes—which were also common in the
Sasanian period—and the use of rubble stones in
their construction, it can be assumed that the initial
buildings and the digging of the Pirzan and Bandar
wells date back at least to the Sasanian period.
During the Buyid era, a new well was dug next to
the previous wells by ‘Adud al-Dawla Dailami.
Various functions can be attributed to this
fortress. It appears that the primary purpose of its
construction was to protect the city of Shiraz and
the route that served as the city’s entrance, which
led to Barm Delak. The presence of two towers at
two corners of the fortress, as well as its location
on a hill overlooking the Tang-e Sa‘di route,
reinforces this assumption. Moreover, based on the
available evidence, after Tang-e Allah Akbar
gained importance and replaced Tang-e Sa‘di, the
fortress lost its strategic significance. However,
this position allowed the fortress to serve other
functions, such as a storage site for royal treasuries

during certain periods, although such claims should
be approached with caution. In addition, its hilltop
location and surrounding fortifications meant that
it could be used as a refuge during some uprisings,
comparable in this regard to the Dokhtar (Maiden)
and Pesar (Son) fortresses of Bishapur.
Furthermore, the presence of a fire temple within
the fortress has led some authors to attribute a
religious function to it.
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