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The life and works of Sadeqi Beyg Afshar—renowned Safavid artist,
writer, poet, calligrapher, and painter—have attracted the attention of several
scholars due to his significant role in shaping and advancing the cultural and
artistic landscape of the Safavid era. Nevertheless, the limited range of
sources consulted in previous studies, the predominant reliance on the
incomplete and sometimes inaccurate account of Anthony Welch, and certain
methodological biases in modern historiography have hindered a correct
understanding of his personality and his literary, artistic, and cultural
contributions. These shortcomings have also led to misinterpretations
concerning aspects of the history of the Qizilbash and the Safavid period more
broadly. Adopting a historical-analytical approach and drawing directly on
Sadeqt’s own writings—including the preface to his Kulliyat, his Persian and
Turkic Insha’, Qaniin al-Suwar, Majma“ al-Khawass, poems, and anecdotes—
as well as other reliable contemporary sources, the present study seeks to
provide a documented and comprehensive account of his life, identity,
educational trajectory, and cultural position within the Safavid cultural
sphere. Moreover, this study aims to reassess and correct several widely
accepted but erroneous interpretations regarding Sadeqt himself, the cultural
history of the Qizilbash, and the broader historical context of the Safavid era.
The findings demonstrate that, contrary to the prevailing perception, Sadeqt
was neither merely a military figure nor an artist without cultural grounding.
Rather, he was someone who, from childhood and within the educational
framework of the Safavid system, received essential religious, literary,
artistic, and military training, and who—well before his period of
displacement—was already recognized as a distinguished and culturally
esteemed figure in literary and artistic circles. A close re-examination of
primary sources further reveals that a considerable portion of modern
scholarly judgments regarding his status, life trajectory, and identity are based
on interpretations that do not correspond to the original evidence or reliable
contemporary reports.

1. Introduction

martial life, redirected his energies toward

The figure of Sadiqi Beg Afshar occupies a
significant yet contested position in Safavid
historiography. Modern scholarship has frequently
characterized him as a representative Qizilbash
military officer who, following a rupture with

literature, calligraphy, and historical writing. This
interpretation has been widely disseminated,
shaping  subsequent  academic  narratives
concerning both Sadiqi Beg himself and the
cultural capacities of the Qizilbash elite more
broadly.
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Such a depiction raises fundamental questions
regarding the nature of education, cultural
transmission, and identity formation within the
Safavid elite. How plausible is it that an individual
could abruptly acquire advanced literary
competence, refined poetic sensibility, and
historiographical skill only after withdrawing from
military service? What assumptions underlie this
narrative of sudden transformation, and to what
extent do they reflect modern historiographical
biases rather than historical realities?

The present study addresses these questions by
re-examining the intellectual formation of Sadiqt
Beg Afshar. Its primary objective is to demonstrate
that Sadiqt Beg’s literary and artistic achievements
were not the outcome of a late-life conversion from
soldier to scholar but rather the culmination of a
long-standing educational process rooted in adab
culture and courtly training. The article argues that
military service and intellectual cultivation were
not mutually exclusive spheres within the Safavid
socio-political order.

The main research question guiding this study
is: to what extent does the prevailing
historiographical model adequately account for the
evidence concerning Sadiqi Beg’s education and
early intellectual development?  Subsidiary
questions include whether the Qizilbash identity
has been unduly homogenized in modern
scholarship and how Safavid elite culture
accommodated multiple, overlapping forms of
expertise.

Methodologically, the article relies on textual
analysis of In Persian chronicles, biographical
notices, and Sadiqi Beg’s own works, situating
these sources within their broader cultural and
institutional context. By doing so, it seeks to move
beyond simplistic binaries and contribute to a more
comprehensive  understanding  of  Safavid
intellectual life and elite identity formation.

2. Discussion
A close examination of primary sources reveals
significant inconsistencies in the dominant
portrayal of Sadiqi Beg Afshar. His writings exhibit
a high degree of familiarity with In Persian literary
conventions, rhetorical devices, and historical
narration—skills  that presuppose long-term
exposure to formal education and literary circles.
Such proficiency is difficult to reconcile with the
notion of an individual who only encountered
intellectual pursuits after withdrawing from
military life.

Moreover, Safavid educational practices did not
enforce rigid separations between martial and
intellectual training. Members of elite families,

including those affiliated with the Qizilbash, often
received instruction in poetry, calligraphy, and
historiography alongside military preparation. The
cultivation of adab functioned as a marker of social
distinction and administrative competence, making
it an essential component of elite formation.
Sadiqi Beg’s trajectory should therefore be
understood within this integrated framework. His
engagement with military service did not preclude
participation in literary culture; rather, both were
embedded within the same courtly environment.
The assumption that artistic refinement was
incompatible with Qizilbash identity reflects a
modern historiographical bias that projects rigid
occupational categories onto a historically fluid
social landscape.

Anthony Welch’s influential interpretation,
while valuable in drawing attention to Sadiqt Beg’s
artistic contributions, inadvertently reinforces this
bias by framing his intellectual achievements as a
post-military ~ phenomenon.  This  reading
underestimates the continuity of $adiqi Beg’s
intellectual life and obscures the broader cultural
sophistication of Safavid elites.

Reconsidering Sadiqi Beg’s education also has
implications beyond individual biography. It
challenges entrenched stereotypes regarding the
Qizilbash as primarily martial actors devoid of
sustained intellectual engagement. Instead, it
highlights the permeability of social roles and the
centrality of education in shaping elite identity
within the Safavid polity.

3. Conclusion

This study has argued that the prevailing
historiographical depiction of Sadiqi Beg Afshar as
a Qizilbash soldier who later transformed into an
artist and intellectual is fundamentally flawed. The
available evidence points instead to a continuous
process of education and cultural formation that
began in Sadiqi Beg’s early life and persisted
alongside his military and administrative
engagements.

Recognizing this continuity allows for a more
accurate understanding of both Sadiqi Beg’s
personal trajectory and the broader -cultural
dynamics of the Safavid period. It underscores the
importance of adab culture as a unifying
framework that accommodated diverse forms of
expertise, from martial skill to literary production.
In this context, Sadiqi Beg emerges not as an
exception but as a representative example of
Safavid elite versatility.

Correcting this misinterpretation also invites a
reassessment of how modern scholarship
conceptualizes Qizilbash identity. Rather than
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viewing it as a narrowly defined military category,
it should be understood as a flexible social
designation encompassing administrative,
intellectual, and artistic dimensions. Such a
perspective aligns more closely with the historical
realities reflected in Safavid sources.

Ultimately, this re-evaluation contributes to a
more nuanced historiography of the Safavid era,
one that resists reductive categorizations and
acknowledges the complexity of elite cultural life.
By situating Sadiqi Beg Afshar within his proper
educational and intellectual context, the study not
only rectifies a specific historical
misunderstanding but also opens new avenues for

exploring the intersections of power, culture, and
identity in early modern Iran.
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